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Getting a closer look at LOOW site
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PORTER — The Interim Waste Containment Structure of the Niagara Falls Storage Site, located in the 
7,500-acre former Lake Ontario Ordnance Works site in Lewiston, has long been a matter of public 
questioning since it was installed in the 1980s.

A group of local stakeholders decided to take a tour of the facility Tuesday, including a quick walk to the 
crest of the mound where officials from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers measured the radiation 
coming from the radioactive waste storage facility in plain view of those who participated.

John Busse, program manager for the Army Corps reported no immediate problems, a sign in Busse's 
view that the containment structure is working as intended. 

"We've got 25 to 30 years of sampling data," Busse said. "We're basically seeing nothing. It's performing 
as designed."

Tuesday's tour group included several members of the Lake Ontario Ordnance Works Community 
Action Council, a collection of concerned Lewiston area residents that offers input on issues related to 
the Storage Site to Busse and his staff. CAC members have been actively keeping tabs on a feasibility 
study currently underway, studying the property and its possible remediation.

Any clean up at the site would be particularly concerned with radium already present in the sealed-off 
facility and possible radon gas, which has developed through natural decay of the highly radioactive 
material. Both being highly dangerous, many advocates for complete clean up believe those two issues of 
concern should be given top priority.

"The concentrated ores contain 99 percent of the radioactivity," William Boeck, Ph. D. said during the 
tour. "We feel the focus should be on removing them completely. But there are some serious issues here."

Boeck, a member of the CAC which took the tour and one of the people responsible for the council's 
creation, has spent years with various community groups studying the containment structure and its 
effectiveness at keeping harmful elements out of the public water, air and ground.

He recognizes the problems having a large site dedicated to keeping radioactive materials from affecting 
people so close to where he, his friends and his fellow community members live. But he said the entire 
area is actually radioactive, which no one living in Western New York can escape.

"Everywhere in our clay basin, there's a little bit of radiation," he said.
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The structure itself may not be leaking currently, but is the weather capable of causing a problem its 
designers didn't think possible?

Site Superintendent Dennis Rimer said the drought conditions of the entire region this year have had little 
to no effect on the grass, soil and, more importantly, clay keeping the harmful things at bay.

He said the structure isn't designed to retain much water to begin with, forcing any rain water to run off 
instead of lingering on the top where it can do more damage. So even after a heavy thunderstorm drops 
an inch of water from the sky, he said he and his crew are out there watering the grass every day or two to 
keep everything green and lively on the man-made hill.

"We water it every day," he said. "It's not as green as it normally is because of the drought, but we do 
water it every day. And our crew inspects the cap every day."
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